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To commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the life and passing of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton, and in this, the year his Endurance was miraculously found, we will 
embark on an immersive journey unlike any that has come before, or will ever  
come again.

Come with us on an extraordinary twenty-two-day exploration of the life, legacy, 
and unparalleled polar experience of the man widely acknowledged as Antarctica’s 
greatest explorer. We’ll travel far into Antarctic waters, where you’ll hear from 
renowned Shackleton historians and biographical writers, the Chairman of the James 
Caird Society, and even Hon. Alexandra Shackleton, granddaughter of The Boss himself. 
You’ll count yourself among the very few to visit Point Wild on Elephant Island, where the 
crew of the Endurance miraculously survived for four and a half months.

You’ll enter the rarely seen King Haaken Bay, where Shackleton and the James Caird 
finally reached land after their death-defying open water journey in search of rescue. And 
you’ll join a celebratory gathering in the South Georgian town of Grytviken, after which 
we’ll take a short walk to Shackleton’s grave for one final goodbye (and no doubt a few 
cherished selfies).

Shackleton’s Final Quest promises to be a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Which seems 
only right, since there will never again be an explorer like Sir Ernest Shackleton, in this 
lifetime or any other.

I seemed to vow to myself that 
someday I would go to the region of 

ice and snow and go on and on till 
I came to one of the poles of the 

earth, the end of the axis upon which 
this great ball turns."

— Sir Ernest Shackleton —
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The unprecedented experience continues on board, where we’ve assembled a 
range of noteworthy speakers and presenters who will spark your imagination and 
ignite your inner explorer.

Hon. Alexandra Shackleton
She is the granddaughter of Ernest Shackleton, and President of The James Caird Society, 
where she’s been at the heart of all activities since the early days. She was a Sponsor of 
HMS ENDURANCE for 23 years, the Sponsor for the BAS ship RRS Ernest Shackleton until 
its retirement, and is currently the ‘Godmother’ of Antarctic Endurance, a Norwegian fishing 
vessel. She has been to the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) nine times, South Georgia three times 
and the Antarctic five times and is a member of associated committees. She has spoken in 
many countries on Shackleton’s leadership and been Patron of four Antarctic Expeditions.

Rear Admiral Nick Lambert
He is former Chair of the Friends of SPRI and present Chairman of the James Caird Society, as 
well as a Master Mariner. He commanded the ice patrol ship HMS ENDURANCE in Antarctica 
from 2005-2007, after which he commanded Task Force 158 in the North Arabian Gulf, tasked 
with the protection of Iraq’s economically vital offshore oil infrastructure.

SPECIAL GUESTS
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Seb Coulthard
In January 2013, Seb joined the ‘Shackleton Epic’ team, which became the first expedition 
in history to faithfully recreate Sir Ernest Shackleton’s small boat voyage across the Southern 
Ocean — with precisely the same equipment and clothing as Shackleton himself.

Seb has served in the Royal Navy, is an accomplished aeronautical engineer, Fellow of the 
Royal Geographical Society, former GB Chapter Chair for The Explorers Club, joint recipient 
of the Royal Institute of Navigation Certificate of Achievement, and a joint Royal Yachting 
Association and Union Internationale Motonautique powerboat world record holder.

Among the other inspiring experts you’ll hear from:

Caro Mantella
Caro has sailed the most extreme Polar Regions and is a renowned expedition guide, as well 
as a co-owner of Ice Tracks.

Angie Butler
The author of “Ice Tracks – Today’s Heroic Age of Polar Adventure” and “The Quest for  
Frank Wild,” she is the other co-owner of Ice Tracks.

Brad Borkan, FRGS
Author of “When your Life Depends on It” and “Audacious Goals, Remarkable Results,”  
which explore the lives and lessons of courageous decision-makers.

Anne Straithie
Writer, researcher and author of several deeply researched polar books.

Helen Brown
Daughter of Frank Brown, who served as Whaling Inspector at Leith Harbour Whaling station 
in the ‘60s.

Anthony Shields
Owner, Shields Stamps and Coins. He’s an avid collector of all things Antarctic, and will share 
some of his most prized memorabilia.

Susan Rose
Artist, designer, and founder of Susan Rose China, who will unveil a special range of china 
honoring Shackleton’s Final Quest.
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You’ll travel to rarely seen historic sites. You’ll hear from renowned historians, 
biographers, polar explorers and the granddaughter of Shackleton himself.  
And you’ll touch the very ground where the man known as The Boss set foot  
on his epic journey of survival and rescue. To make all this possible, on a single  
once-in-a-hundred-year voyage, we had to add another day to the itinerary.

VOYAGE HIGHLIGHTS

  Onboard reception with the Governor of the Falklands (Malvinas).

 Point Wild, where 22 Endurance crew members miraculously survived for 4.5 months.

  King Haakon Bay, where Shackleton and the James Caird made land after a death-
defying journey across the Weddell Sea.

  A hike from Fortuna Bay to Stromness Bay, following the final steps of Shackleton in 
his search for civilization and the ultimate rescue of his crew.

  Other rarely visited spots, including McCarthy Island, Lambert Island, and Peggotty Bluff.

  The Whaler’s Church in historic Grytviken, where Shackleton will be honored with a 
ceremony like never before, featuring readings selected by Joanna Worsley and others.

  A short walk to Shackleton’s nearby gravestone, where a whiskey toast will honor the 
legendary explorer.

  Explore the Antarctic Peninsula, accompanied every step of the way by spectacular 
wildlife, towering icebergs, and otherworldly vistas.

  One day longer than our standard Falklands, S Georgia itinerary.

i believe it is in our nature to 
explore, to reach out into the 
unknown. the only true failure 

would be not to explore at all."

— Sir Ernest Shackleton —

Frank Hurley/RGS/SPRI

HIGHLIGHTS
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ITINERARY

Christ Church Cathedral, Stanley

Jan 4-5 – A Visual Feast at Sea

As we venture toward South Georgia, you’ll have 
plenty of opportunities to marvel at the spectacular, 
always-entertaining birdlife from the outer decks or 
the Bridge. Our Expedition staff is always on hand to 
provide insights and help identify wildlife in the sea or 
in the air.

Jan 6 – Your South Georgian “Safari”

South Georgia is known as the Serengeti of the 
Southern Ocean, home to tens of thousands of 
breeding penguins and seabirds, surrounded by 
magnificent mountains and glaciers. The historic and 
seldom visited King Haakon Bay, McCarthy Island, and 
Peggotty Bluff will all be in our sights. Rear Admiral 
Lambert, who charted these challenging waters, will 
help lead the way.

Itinerary

December 29 – Arrive in Ushuaia

No need to stress about flight mishaps or delays. 
You’ll arrive with ample time to unwind at the 
luxurious Arakur Resort & Spa, or to head out and 
explore Ushuaia, the world’s southernmost city.

December 30 – Out on the Town

Take in Ushuaia’s museums and Argentinean leather 
markets or continue relaxing at the hotel. An evening 
briefing will provide important information and will be 
the time to ask questions and meet fellow travelers. 
And at a commemorative dinner overlooking the 
Beagle Channel, we’ll introduce our amazing guests.

December 31 – All Aboard

Relax until mid-afternoon when we will transfer you to 
the ship, where our Expedition Team and ship staff will 
welcome you on board. After a safety and orientation 
briefing, our Captain’s welcome dinner awaits, followed 
by a festive New Year’s Eve celebration in the historic 
Beagle Channel.

January 1-2 – Heading to the West Falkland Islands

You won’t want to miss presentations by our wildlife 
and geology experts, as well as our accomplished 
scholars of Antarctica’s unique history and Shackleton’s 
daring saga. As we explore the westernmost outpost 
of the Falklands (Malvinas), take in the majestic 
countryside and look for Black-browed Albatross or 
Rockhopper, King, and Magellanic Penguin rookeries.

January 3 – Visiting Stanley

Stanley, East Falklands (Malvinas) is a lively hub of 
activity where you’re free to explore the museum, 
shops and local services, or look for sea lions, 
dolphins, and bird life along the shores. We’ll host a 
reception on board for the Governor of the Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas), Ms. Alison Blake CMG.

SHACKLETON’S FINAL QUEST
22 DAYS / 19 NIGHTS ON BOARD

USHUAIA TO USHUAIA 
RUNS ON ISLAND SKY
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ITINERARY

Jan 7 – Walking in Shackleton’s footsteps

The last steps of Shackleton’s desperate search for help 
carried him from Fortuna Bay to Stromness Bay. Today, 
an optional hike will follow those same final steps, with 
a chance to imagine what it was like to look upon the 
first sign of civilization and hope after 497 days.

Jan 8 – A Service and a Toast in Grytviken

You’re invited to a special service at the Whaler’s 
Church in historic Grytviken. We’ll enjoy music 
arranged especially for the occasion, and hear 
readings chosen by descendants of the Heroic Age 
of Antarctic Exploration including Joanna Worsley, 
whose husband died while attempting to cross 
Antarctica in 2016. After this truly moving experience, 
we’ll take a short walk to the historic gravestone of Sir 
Ernest Shackleton, and raise a glass in his honor.

South Georgia Museum

Jan 9 – King Haakon Bay

Today (Antarctic weather gods permitting) we’ll 
venture toward the rarely seen Pegotty Bluff and King 
Haakon Bay, where Shackleton first set foot on land 
after his miraculous open water journey aboard the 
James Caird.

Cave Cove, King Haakon Bay

Jan 10-11 – Sea and Sights

Set your sights on wildlife and seabirds, staying on 
the lookout for whales, as we continue to marvel 
at Antarctica’s spectacular panorama, making our 
way across the Antarctic Convergence. Shipboard 
presentations will continue to inspire and amaze you.

Jan 12-15 – The Antarctic Peninsula

As we officially enter Antarctic waters, we’ll once 
again hop into Zodiac boats and spend as much 
time as possible intimately exploring. Following in 
Shackleton’s footsteps, we’ll visit Historic Elephant 
Island and Point Wild; and, weather permitting, 
Wilhelmina Bay, Foyn Harbor, Enterprise Island,  
Neko Harbor, Goudier Island, Jougla Point, and  
Port Lockroy.

Jan 16 – A Visit to Deception Island

Deception Island, once a whaling station, is one of 
the most fascinating settings we target for landfall. 
Technically an active volcano, Deception Island 
hasn’t erupted in nearly half a century. To reach our 
anchorage in the bay we sail over the caldera between 
two rock formations. After our visit, we continue 
sailing around the South Shetland Islands, including 
Whalers Bay, Halfmoon Island or Yankee Harbor.

Jan 17-18 – The Southern Ocean

Heading back to Ushuaia, it’s time to catch our breath, 
do a little celebrating, share memories, and swap a 
phone number or two with newly made friends.

Jan 19 – Ushuaia Disembarkation

With huge smiles on weary, content faces, we 
disembark in the morning, with ample time to catch a 
flight to Buenos Aires, or perhaps head out for further 
adventure in Ushuaia or Patagonia.
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OUR SHIP

Polar Latitudes began operating voyages 
aboard Island Sky in December of 2017. Guests 
who traveled aboard her over the ensuing four 
years gave her top ratings as a fantastic platform 
for exploring Antarctica in comfort and style. 
It’s not just that she exudes old world charm, 
she is also one of the few ships in her class that 
boasts 3 decks of suites with sliding-glass doors, 
offering guests immediate access to Antarctica 
from the privacy of their suite.

We’re thrilled to have her back again! We have 
always been committed to giving our guests 
an up-close and personal small-ship Antarctic 
experience, and that is exactly what Island Sky 
delivers.

Exploring Antarctica aboard the Island Sky
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Island Sky Accommodations

All Suites Feature

• Exterior views

• Nearly all suites can be configured with your  
choice of one queen or two twin beds.

• Sitting area with sofa and/or side chairs

• All inclusive alocoholc/non-alcoholic beverages.

• Flat Screen TV

• Telephone

• En-suite temperature controls

• Complimentary Mini-Bar

• Marble-appointed bathroom with fine toiletries

• Hair dryer

• 225 sq. ft. or more

Owner’s, Penthouse & Veranda Suites include a 
private balcony

Promenade & Deluxe Suites include a Tinted 
Sliding Glass Door to bring Antarctica into your 
suite and give easy access to Promenade Deck

Owner's Suite
Two room suite with sitting room and bedroom.
385 sq. ft. (34 m²) including a 110 sq. ft. (10.2 m²) balcony
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Please note: All dimensions are approximate

Window & Triple Suites
Suites with window and sitting area with sofa
225 sq. ft. (21 m2)

Deluxe Suites
Suites with tinted sliding glass door onto the Promenade deck and 
side window, sitting area with sofa
240 sq. ft. (22 m2)

Porthole Suites
Suites with porthole and sitting area with sofa
235 sq. ft. (21.8 m2)

Veranda Suites
Suites with private balcony and sitting area with side chairs and table
260 sq. ft. (24 m2) including a 40 sq. ft. (3.7 m2) balcony

Penthouse Suites
Suites with private balcony and sitting area with side chairs and table
325 sq. ft. (30 m2) including an 80 sq. ft. (7.4 m2) balcony

Promenade Suites
Suites with tinted sliding glass door onto the Promenade deck and 
sitting area with sofa
220 sq. ft. (20.4 m2)
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CITIZEN SCIENCE

Polar Latitudes Citizen Science Program

Projects

SEABIRD SURVEYS

Providing data for Stony Brook University

We complete at-sea and on-shore bird surveys for 
Stoney Brook University to study the distribution, 
population status, and breeding events of birds in the 
Southern Ocean and along the Antarctic Peninsula.

CLOUD OBSERVATIONS

Providing data for NASA Globe Observer

By observing and recording cloud cover & type timed 
to NASA satellite fly-overs, we can help scientists 
understand how surface and air temperature are 
affected by cloud cover, and how clouds will respond 
to a changing climate as well.

Collecting phytoplankton samples for the Scripps Institution of Oceanography

Citizen Science is a way to harness the power of travelers to observe, record, 
and report on natural phenomena. This is particularly helpful in the Antarctic, 
where it is challenging to support long-term academic observation teams.

Guests on Polar Latitudes voyages are invited to participate in data-gathering 
activities that support major research projects. The data we collect contributes 
to a better understanding of Antarctica’s unique ecology and changing climate.

The projects offered may vary slightly by voyage. If you are interested in 
participating please see the onboard daily bulletin and join the scheduled 
Citizen Science Introduction Meeting at the start of your voyage. There is no 
additional cost to participate.

WE SUPPORT AND 
COLLABORATE WITH:
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SALP PROJECT

Providing data for Alfred Wegener Institute

Salp are free-swimming invertebrates that feed on 
phytoplankton. We will collect baseline data of Salp 
distribution around our landing sites and also collect 
a few specimens for genetic species determination. 
There has been a recent increase in Salp abundance 
on a circumpolar scale around Antarctica. The data 
we collect will help scientists of the Alfred Wegener 
Institute explore how this might be linked to a 
changing climate.

SOUTHERN OCEAN WATER SAMPLING

Providing data for the Scripps Institution  
of Oceanography

We will be measuring the surface water temperature 
and salinity during sea days on crossings between 
Ushuaia and the Peninsula, as well as between South 
Georgia and the Peninsula for the Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography. The data we collect contributes to a 
study of the long-term temperature and salinity trends 
of the Southern Ocean.

FJORDPHYTO – PHYTOPLANKTON

Providing data for the Scripps Institution  
of Oceanography

By collecting phytoplankton samples in fjord systems 
along the Antarctic Peninsula, we help scientists at the 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography obtain a seasonal 
picture of phytoplankton abundance, composition, 
and distribution throughout the growth season (from 
October to March), as well as how phytoplankton  
are influenced by (increasing) melt-water inflow  
from glaciers.

MARINE MAMMAL IDENTIFICATION

Providing data for Happy Whale and the 
International Whaling Commission

We photograph unique identifiable markings on a 
whale's fluke (tail) and dorsal fin, which allows Happy 
Whale to non-invasively track whale movements over 
time. By focusing on whales, we bring attention to the 
marine ecosystem as a whole and the challenges we 
face as a global community.

Photographing whale flukes for Happy Whale
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2022-2023 RATES, DATES & DECK PLAN

VOYAGE 
DATES

ITINERARY
DAYS/ 
NIGHTS

TRIPLE PORTHOLE WINDOW PROMENADE DELUXE VERANDA PENTHOUSE OWNER’S

Dec 29, 
2022 -  
Jan 19, 
2023

Shackleton’s 
Final Quest
The Antarctic 
Peninsula
Ushuaia - Ushuaia

22 Days 
19 Nights  
on board

$21,325 $25,595 $28,405 $31,525 $32,165 $34,415 $37,505 $41,255

2022-2023 Rates & Dates

Voyage Dates Above Include Two Hotel Nights Prior To Embarkation
  All prices are USD per-person, based on twin occupancy (except in Triple cabins)

 Share cabins available: Triple, Porthole, Window, Promenade & Deluxe

 A limited number of twin cabins may be sold for single occupancy at 1.7 times the twin rate.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Our professional photography coach 
will help you make the most of every 
photo opportunity.

From basic instruction, to the best 
way to shoot from a moving Zodiac, 
to the complexities of handling the 
very tricky relationship between snow, 
ice, and Antarctica’s ever-shifting light. 
Learn how to master shooting in the 
Antarctic environment.

CITIZEN SCIENCE

You’re invited to participate in 
a variety of data-gathering and 
photography activities that support 
research projects by major scientific 
institutions. The data you’ll collect will 
contribute to a better understanding 
of Antarctica’s unique ecology 
and changing climate. It’s fun, it’s 
educational, and it’s gratifying to  
give back.

Included Optional Activities on this Voyage

For real-time availability and rate information please visit our Rates and Dates page.
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PENTHOUSE DECK

VERANDA DECK

PROMENADE DECK

DECK 3

DECK 2

OWNER'S SUITE 385 SQ. FT.      (34 M²)
INCLUDING A 110 SQ. FT. (10.2 M²) BALCONY
Two room suite with sitting room and bedroom.

PENTHOUSE SUITES 325 SQ. FT.      (30 M²)
INCLUDING AN 80 SQ. FT. (7.4 M²) BALCONY 
Suites with private balcony and sitting area.

VERANDA SUITES 260 SQ. FT.      (24 M²)
INCLUDING A 40 SQ. FT. (3.7 M²) BALCONY
Suites with private balcony and sitting area

DELUXE SUITES 240 SQ. FT.      (22 M²)
Suites with tinted sliding glass door onto  
Promenade Deck, side window and sitting area.

PROMENADE SUITES 220 SQ. FT.      (20.4 M²)
Suites with tinted sliding glass door onto  
Promenade Deck and sitting area.

WINDOW SUITES 225 SQ. FT.      (21 M²)
Suites with window and sitting area.

TRIPLE SUITES 225 SQ. FT.      (21 M²)
Suites with window and sitting area.  
(Please note that the third berth is suitable  
for persons up to 5'’10" in height)

PORTHOLE SUITES 240 SQ. FT.      (22 M²)
Suites with porthole and sitting area.
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