PHOTO CREDIT: WESTERN LOWLAND GORILLA BY ODZALA

TRAVEL ITINERARY
Republic of Congo (Odzala National Park)
10-NIGHT DISCOVERY
Valid 1st Jan to 31st Dec 2022
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REPUBLIC OF CONGO 10-NIGHT ODZALA DISCOVERY 2022
Odzala aims to use responsible Lowland Gorilla-orientated tourism as a catalyst to spread the
rainforest conservation message both globally and locally. The Republic of Congo (Brazzaville) is a
surprising central African gem with seemingly endless pristine tropical forest and fingers of moist
savannah covering its interior. Odzala-Kokoua National Park, in the Congo's remote north, is one of
Africa's oldest national parks, having been proclaimed by the French administration in 1935. It covers
some 13 600 square kilometres (1 360 million hectares) of pristine rainforest and is an integral part of
both the Congo Basin and the TRIDOM Transfrontier Park overlapping Gabon, Congo and Central
African Republic. The Odzala experience is undertaken from three intimate, sensitively constructed
camps that leave as light a footprint as possible and blend into this remote forest environment: Lango
Camp on the edge of the savannah, Mboko Camp with access to the Lekoli and Mambili Rivers, and
Ngaga Camp in the heart of a marantaceae forest, where you will have excellent chances of viewing
Western Lowlands Gorilla.

TOUR AT A GLANCE
Day

Date

Location

Accommodation

01

2022

Odzala National Park

Ngaga Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

02

2022

Odzala National Park

Ngaga Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

03

2022

Odzala National Park

Ngaga Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

04

2022

Odzala National Park

Ngaga Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

05

2022

Odzala National Park

Lango Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

06

2022

Odzala National Park

Lango Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

07

2022

Odzala National Park

Lango Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

08

2022

Odzala National Park

Mboko Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

09

2022

Odzala National Park

Mboko Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

10

2022

Odzala National Park

Mboko Camp – en-suite forest chalet (FB)

11

2022

Day of departure

AERIAL VIEW OF ODZALA NATIONAL PARK
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ACCOMMODATION: NGAGA CAMP
4 NIGHTS

Ngaga Camp, located just outside the park boundary in the Ndzehe concession, overlooks a beautiful
open glade within primary forest above a forest stream. The Camp is situated within the overlapping
home ranges of several groups of Western Lowland Gorillas, two of which are habituated. Ngaga is
truly gorilla central! A focal point for world-class research as well as unforgettable primate
encounters, Ngaga Camp’s unique design evokes the fun and mystery of childhood treehouses.
Ngaga Camp rests in a glade in the heart of pristine primary rainforest with six elevated guest rooms
with wraparound walkways allow you to peer directly into the forest canopy. The dining room, lounge
and bar area are all on raised decks at the crest of the glade looking into and above the primary
rainforest. They are constructed from natural, traditionally used materials including locally woven
raffia palm roofing panels. A star deck and fire pit are placed on a dropped deck below the main area
for after dinner relaxation while a separate deck is located at a natural cooling off spot on the Ngaga
stream below Camp.

Rates include: Accommodation, meals and local beverages
1 x En-suite Forest Chalet
www.congoconservation.travel/ngaga-camp
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ACCOMMODATION: LANGO CAMP
3 NIGHTS

Lango’s six guest rooms are raised to the level of the surrounding gallery forest, giving incredible
views out onto the open marshy baï in front of the Camp – one of the most arresting views of any
Camp in Africa. The bai holds a magnetic attraction for huge flocks of African Green Pigeons and
African Grey Parrots, as well as for herds of Forest Buffalo by day and Forest Elephants by night.
These unique rooms were constructed from natural materials such as locally woven raffia palm
panels. Lango’s strategic location in the south central part of Odzala allows easy access to a variety
of converging habitats. Lango is also one of the few places in Africa where you can safely explore
streams and marshes on foot – a true immersive experience!

Rates include: Accommodation, meals and local beverages
1 x En-suite Forest Chalet
www.congoconservation.travel/lango-camp
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ACCOMMODATION: MBOKO CAMP
3 NIGHTS

Mboko’s 10 double occupancy cabins and 2 family cabins are nestled along the Lekoli River in
amongst the lush green forest which provides a feeling of privacy. Each cabin has a deck with lounge
chairs on which you can rest and listen to the tranquillity of the river babbling past you. Situated in
an area of lush meadow-like savannah, frequented by forest buffalo, forest elephant and spotted
hyaena, Mboko gives a sense of the scale of Odzala while also allowing you to focus on some of the
smaller details: flowers and butterflies (depending on the season) can be seen in profusion. Mboko
Camp offers visitors breath-taking views of the interface between the tropical rainforest and
grassland savannah where hundreds of towering termite mounds help create an otherworldly
experience. Mboko provides you with spectacular star-viewing opportunities before you fall asleep to
the sounds of life-giving water flowing to meet the Congo River, and also offers access to nearby
villages on the fringes of the Park, where you can met and interact with local people.

Rates include: Accommodation, meals and local beverages
1 x En-suite Forest Chalet
www.congoconservation.travel/mboko-camp
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DAILY DETAIL
Day 1

Odzala National Park

You will arrive at the new Maya-Maya International Airport where you will be met and assisted onto
your charter plane for your flight to Odzala National Park. On arrival, you will have your first taste of
the magnificent Odzala-Kokoua National Park as you transfer by road to Ngaga Camp, where you will
be staying for the next four nights. Tonight you will have the opportunity to meet the Gorilla research
team, who along with the resident guides, offer regular, informal discussions or presentations on the
Gorilla Research Project, the area’s wildlife and unique creatures, conservation efforts in the region
and the challenges faced in conserving viable forest ecosystems in Africa.

Scheduled flight: Brazzaville to Mboko Airstrip (approx. 2 hours)
Departure: 13h00
Arrival: 15h00

Transfer: Mboko Airstrip to Ngaga Camp (approx. 3 hours)
Overnight: Ngaga Camp

PHOTO CREDIT: PALM-NUT VULTURE BY ODZALA

As a result of the work done by Gorilla researchers, Dr Magda Bermejo and German Illera, a number of
habituated groups can be tracked and observed in the area around Ngaga Camp. In this extended 30
square kilometre (11.5 square mile) area there are no fewer than seven groups totalling 105 individual
Gorillas. Guests usually access two of these groups while a third is observed primarily for research
purposes. Other groups are also seen on a regular basis. Given that Ngaga Camp is situated at an
overlap between the home ranges of three different Gorilla groups and close to another three, tracking
expeditions do not cover enormous distances and can range in length from 1 to 8 kilometres (0.5 to 5
miles) over undulating country. The undergrowth can be thick however, and including the time spent
with a Gorilla group, excursions can last between 2 and 7 hours.
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While Gorilla tracking is the main focus of Ngaga Camp, there are a range of other activities that
highlight the other fascinating flora and fauna of the area. Odzala has the highest number (11) of
diurnal primates for any forest block in central Africa. Apart from Africa's highest concentration of
Western Lowland Gorilla and central Africa's highest density of Chimpanzees (difficult to view), other
fairly visible species include Guereza Colobus and Grey-cheeked Mangabey. Agile Mangabey, De
Brazza's Monkey, Allen's Swamp Monkey, Crowned Monkey, Guereza Colobus and Greater Spot-nosed
Monkey are all regularly seen in their preferred habitats.

PHOTO CREDIT: WESTERN LOWLAND GORILLA MOTHER AND INFANT BY ODZALA

Day 2

Odzala National Park

This morning your exciting adventures begin as you set out in search of the endangered Western
Lowland Gorilla!
There are two species of Gorilla found in Africa: the Western Gorilla (Gorilla gorilla) and the Eastern
Gorilla (Gorilla beringei). The Eastern Gorilla consists of two subspecies: the well-known Mountain
Gorilla G. b. beringei of Uganda and Rwanda, and the Eastern Lowland Gorilla G. b. graueri of the
eastern parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo. Both of these subspecies are considered
Endangered.
The Western Gorilla also consists of two subspecies: the Western Lowland Gorilla G. g. gorilla
principally of Congo (Brazzaville) and Gabon, and the little-known Cross River Gorilla G. g. diehli of the
border region between Cameroon and Nigeria. Both of these subspecies are considered Critically
Endangered as a result of commercial bush meat hunting, disease epidemics and habitat loss. The very
slow rate of reproduction accentuates all these effects.
It is the Western Lowland Gorilla that occurs in Odzala and is found here at the highest densities so far
recorded for the species. In the area of Ngaga Camp, Western Lowland Gorillas live in groups ranging
in size from 10 to 25 individuals (average 16-17 animals), usually with one silverback, 5 to 7 adult
females and then a collection of sub adults, infants and sometimes subordinate males. In this highBELLINGHAM SAFARIS | TEL: +27-(0)21-783-4380 | WWW.BELLINGHAMSAFARIS.COM
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density area, home range size is between just less than 4 square kilometres and just over 8 square
kilometres (average 5 to 6 square kilometres or 2 square miles).
Movements within the home range depend on seasonal utilization of key food types. Staple foods
include leaves, shoots and plant material, but the seasonal availability of fruit is crucial in the diet and
influences group foraging movements. Born at 2 kg (4.5 lb.), female Western Lowland Gorillas will
grow to around 70 kg (150 lb.) in weight, while the much larger males might reach 180 kg (390 lb.)
and stand 1.8 meters (6 feet) in height.

PHOTO CREDIT: WESTERN LOWLAND SILVERBACK GORILLA BY ODZALA

Overnight: Ngaga Camp

Day 3

Odzala National Park

This morning you may enjoy another unforgettable trek for the Western Lowland Gorilla. This
afternoon after lunch at the camp, you will enjoy time with the gorilla research team and later a forest
walk. Since the Ngaga area has a much lower density of Forest Elephant and Buffalo than Lango, this
evening you will venture out at night on foot in search of the forest’s most secretive inhabitants. At
Odzala you will find that nocturnal primates are well represented. Along with the more familiar
Galagos, two really bizarre and unique creatures can possibly be spotted: the Potto and the
Angwantibo. These slow-moving prosimians are tricky to find, but once located often offer really good
viewing as they cling motionlessly to a branch. Shy Forest Duikers, Palm Civets and Tree Pangolins can
also be encountered. Africa’s largest bat, the Hammer Bat, whose resounding calls are unmistakable,
can normally be found by scanning the canopy within the calling area. A number of owls occur in this
part of the forest, the Red-chested Owlet being the most viewed.

Overnight: Ngaga Camp
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Day 4

Odzala National Park

This morning you will relish another gorilla trek. After quality time spent viewing these magnificent
animals, the ultimate cool-off experience can be had in the clear, fresh waters of Ngaga stream. A
short, shaded stroll from the camp brings one to an idyllic stream where natural pools wash away the
rigours of a day in the forest.
In the afternoon, soak up the rainforest sounds with a forest walk. Odzala also harbours approximately
430 bird species including many specials such as Black Guineafowl, White-crested Tiger-heron, Congo
Serpent-eagle, Vermiculated Fishing-Owl, Grey-headed Broadbill, Grey Parrot and Forest Swallow.
Forest birding can be difficult but persistence may be rewarded with jewels such as Black-and-White
Casqued Hornbill, Lyre-tailed Honeyguide, Gabon Woodpecker, Chestnut Wattle-eye and several
understorey skulkers such as Greenbuls, Alethes and Akalats.

Overnight: Ngaga Camp

Day 5

Odzala National Park

Today you will have a relaxed morning in camp followed by a road transfer through Mbomo village and
the Odzala-Kokoua National Park to Mboko Camp for lunch. After lunch, you will enjoy kayak trip on
the Lekoli River as you make your way to Lango Camp. This afternoon you will enjoy a walk to the baï
and sundowners.

PHOTO CREDIT: KAYAKING ON THE LEKOLI RIVER BY ODZALA

Transfer: Ngaga Camp to Lango Camp
Overnight: Lango Camp
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Days 6 and 7

Odzala National Park

You will have two days to explore the Lango area. Enjoy early morning walks through the baï followed
by lunch at the camp.
Exploring the Lango area on foot offers many great wildlife-viewing opportunities. The area’s
savannah, marsh, swamp forest and riverine forest are home to Forest Elephant and charismatic
Forest Buffalo, both regularly encountered. Stalking quietly along forest trails can produce sightings of
Red River Hog and shy forest birds. With a bit of luck one may encounter Crowned and Moustached
Monkeys, De Brazza Monkey and Northern Talapoin. Walking is also the best way to study the fine
detail of the forest – insects, fungi, orchids, animal tracks and birds are all part of the show. A chorus
of frogs, birds and insects and monkeys provides the soundtrack.
Walking in the Lango area is adventurous as the area is very wet. Trails have been opened to allow
access to the main areas, but one will always return to camp with wet shoes.

PHOTO CREDIT: FOREST ELEPHANTS BY ODZALA

Overnight: Lango Camp

Day 8

Odzala National Park

This morning you will enjoy a guided baï walk before breakfast. After breakfast enjoy a walk through
the swamp along a wooden path and then game drive transfer to Mboko Camp in time for lunch. The
afternoon may be spent relaxing in camp or heading out for a forest walk, followed by a late afternoon
river cruise and sundowners.

Transfer: Lango Camp to Mboko Camp
Overnight: Mboko Camp
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Day 9

Odzala National Park

This morning you will have an opportunity to enjoy a guided morning kayak on the Lekoli River or a
walk to the wet Mbouebe baï. The Lekoli River offer one of the best chances to observe wildlife. Time is
spent drifting silently downstream searching the beautiful forested banks for Elephant, primates and
birds. Although Hippos do occur, their numbers are low. Crocodiles are represented by two harmless
species, the Slender-snouted Crocodile and the African Dwarf Crocodile. Chimpanzees are regular in
this area although it takes some luck to see them.
Odzala is blessed as a result of encompassing numerous habitats, from dense primary forest-to-forest
fringe, savannah, wide, languid rivers and forest baïs and salines. The latter two are swampy, grassy
areas that are dotted across the rainforest and offer a rare chance to catch a glimpse of the forest
dwellers. Various mammal species come to the baïs on a regular basis in order to access various
elements from minerals and salts, to sedges and water-loving grasses to water. These bais range in
size from less than a hectare to more than 10 hectares and represent the best chance of seeing forest
wildlife. Viewing at the baïs takes place from raised platform hides, or miradors, and requires patience.
The baïs visited in Odzala-Kokoua are relatively small and as a result offer the opportunity for close-up
viewing of various species. Viewing of birds and mammals in tropical forests anywhere in the world can
be challenging. The dense environment and slow going through the undergrowth mean that a great
guide with a comprehensive knowledge of behaviour and calls is essential to get the best sightings.
In the afternoon you will have a forest walk and sundowner river cruise.

PHOTO CREDIT: AFRICAN GREY PARROTS IN THE BAÏ BY ODZALA

Overnight: Mboko Camp
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Day 10

Odzala National Park

This morning you will enjoy a forest walk or perhaps you may prefer some freshwater swimming in
the warm Likeni River. After lunch at the camp the afternoon may be spent relaxing in camp or a
forest walk and sundowner cruise.

PHOTO CREDIT: GUEREZA COLOBUS BY ODZALA

Overnight: Mboko Camp

Day 11

Day of departure

This morning after breakfast you will depart Odzala for Brazzaville and connect with your international
flight home, and it is here where your tour with Bellingham Safaris concludes, but not without many
magical wildlife encounters to treasure.

Scheduled flight: Odzala to Brazzaville (approx. 2 hours)
Departure: 09h00
Arrival: 11h00
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COST OVERVIEW
Rates: 1st January – 31 December 2022
COST PER PERSON SHARING (2 guests sharing a room)

US$ 17,400.00

COST PER SINGLE (2 or more guests travelling together not sharing a room)

US$ 22,275.00

COST PER SOLO (guest travelling alone)

US$ 24,205.00

Children 16 years and older are welcome at all camps and full adults rates apply

INCLUDES











Accommodation at Ngaga Camp, Lango Camp and Mboko Camp
All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 11
Local beverages including house wines, beers, spirits, water and soft drinks
Internal flights: return schedule charter flight from Maya-Maya Airport, Brazzaville to Mboko
airstrip, Odzala-Kokoua National Park (arrive Monday and depart Thursday)
Road transfers between camps and airstrip
Laundry at camps excluding smalls due to cultural beliefs
Internet access: Wi-Fi available in all camps
Daily guided activities with a resident guide, including boat cruise at Mboko Camp, kayak safari
from Mboko to Lango Camp, daily guided forest walks (dry), guided baï walks (wet), guided
forest night walks, community and cultural interaction while at Ngaga Camp,
3 Gorilla permits for trekking whilst at Ngaga
Congo letter of invitation fee and all 3rd party fees including Medical Evacuation, Community and
Park fees

EXCLUDES














Night pre or post as required at Radisson Blu or alternative hotel in Brazzaville (approx.
US$370 per room per night, subject to change)
Optional additional gorilla trekking permits are available at Ngaga Camp (subject to availability
and weather and payable in cash only US$750. Maximum number of guests may apply)
International air travel to/from Brazzaville
Custom stamp fee of USD40 per person (subject to change)
Services of Bellingham Safaris tour leader or Odzala private guide
Brazzaville city tours
Premium brand drinks, champagne, cognacs, cellar wines, cigars and cigarettes
Items of a personal nature
Visa fees (please be sure to check to see note on visas below)
Travel Insurance *
Excess baggage costs
Gratuities
Any items not included under Includes

* Upon confirmation, all travellers are advised to take out fully comprehensive travel insurance with
‘cancellation for no reason’. This insurance must be able to fully cover cancellation of the deposit
amount paid as well as cancel for any reason 45 days prior to arrival. All travellers will be required to
provide us with their full travel insurance cover with details of trip cancellation, trip interruption and
emergency medical.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Payment
In the event of a go ahead we will require a 30% deposit and the balance to be settled 2 months
prior to arrival.
We may have to impose more stringent payment and cancellation terms, should that be demanded
of us by any of our individual suppliers that have been included in your itinerary.
The tour price is always fixed in the currency quoted, and the actual cost in the other currencies will
be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (payments can be
made either in USD or ZAR). We use the exchange rate of the day with a 3% margin (the typical
exchange rate applied by credit card companies), using this source: http://www.oanda.com – the
currency quoted is plugged into the “Currency I Want” and the INTERBANK +/- is adjusted to 3%
automatically generating the rate of the day. Guests are given 7 days to process with wire, after which
we may need to update the exchange rate.

Please note















Upon confirmation of this tour, the cancellation policy for Bellingham Safaris will be effective
immediately and the parties agree to be bound by the Terms and Conditions as stated in our
booking form. In the event of the Booking Form not being signed, the placement of any booking/s,
by any means including e-mail, shall be deemed to be confirmation that the Terms and Conditions
have been read, understood, any queries have been addressed to the satisfaction of the
parties and that the parties agree to be bound by thereto.
Scheduled tour prices are based on group numbers and should the need arise there may be a
small group supplement. However if this does occur you have the right to cancel your tour
without incurring any cancellation charges as long as you notify Bellingham Safaris within 7 days of
the announcement. The announcement will be made prior to final invoicing.
Rates quoted are subject to change if there are any increases in park fees, fuel, sales tax or
VAT, third-party services, currency fluctuations or any other circumstances beyond our control. We
will use our best endeavours to bring such changes to your attention, but you are nevertheless
bound thereby.
Prices are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs. Should an amendment in a
routing or itinerary be necessary, we will adjust the price but such adjustment will be for your
account.
If the number of nights or dates of travel or number of participants should change, this may
have an effect on the cost. We will re-cost accordingly and you agree to be bound by such recosting.
Please be sure to carefully check your visa requirements before your intended date of travel, as
Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary visa requirements not be
fulfilled. Please remember that in some cases you may need to apply for a multiple entry visa.
Please be sure to carefully check your passport requirements before your intended date of
travel, as Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary number of blank
pages and passport validity dates not be fulfilled.
Please consult your physician before you travel for advice on vaccinations and prophylaxis.
Bellingham Safaris strongly advises that you take out comprehensive travel insurance covering
yourself for personal effects, cancellation and curtailment. Personal accident, medical and
emergency travel expense insurance is mandatory on any of our tours. Some activities and
services may have weight and/or height restrictions per guest. For the sake of your own
comfort, please advise us at time of booking if you are particularly bulky or tall and we will do our
best to accommodate you. Please note additional costs may apply.
Luggage restrictions are applicable including the use of hard suitcases. Details of luggage
restrictions per region are available on our pre-departure documentation. Should your weight be
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above the limit set by an airline, a surcharge may be applicable, over and above the quoted tour
price. Please peruse all flight information supplied by the airline concerned.
Some flights may involve stops before reaching the final destination. Please check your itinerary
and all flight information supplied by the airline concerned.
Although we will try to stick as closely to the itinerary as possible and include all the activities
mentioned there may be changes due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances. Flights,
times and routes are subject to change without notice. Please make sure that you are aware
of the check-in times for flights and give yourself ample time in this regard.
Please advise us prior to booking should you have any health concerns. Also please notify us if
your age is above 80 as you may require a doctor’s certificate.
There may be some age restrictions with certain activities, most notably canoe rides and
walking.
All accommodations, activities and other services are subject to availability at the time of
booking.
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