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TOUR AT A GLANCE 

Day Location Accommodation 

01 Sao Paulo Pullman Sao Paulo Guarulhos 

02 Amazon  Cristalino Lodge 

03 Amazon  Cristalino Lodge 

04 Amazon  Cristalino Lodge 

05 Amazon  Cristalino Lodge 

06 Sao Paulo Pullman Sao Paulo Guarulhos 

07 Pantanal  Caiman Baiazinha Lodge 

08 Pantanal  Caiman Baiazinha Lodge 

09 Pantanal  Caiman Baiazinha Lodge 

10 Pantanal  Caiman Baiazinha Lodge 

11 Bonito Santa Esmeralda 

12 Bonito Santa Esmeralda 

13 Bonito Santa Esmeralda 

14 Iguazu Falls Belmond Hotel Das Cataratas 

15 Iguazu Falls Belmond Hotel Das Cataratas 

16 Day of departure 

 
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

Amazon – the world’s largest tropical rainforest with the highest diversity of life on Earth.  
 

Pantanal – the world’s largest wetland and South America’s wildlife jewel with the best 
Jaguar viewing in the America’s. 

 
Bonito – crystal clear rivers teeming with a host of freshwater fish, this destination truly 

lives up to its name.  
 

Iguazu Falls – one of the new wonders of the natural world, awe-inspiring rainforest clad 
waterfalls.  
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LOCATION: AMAZON                                                            
4 NIGHTS 

The Cristalino River winds through primary tropical forest and is protected by a visionary ecotourism 
project of which Cristalino Lodge is a major contributor. Prime wildlife viewing is in the forest canopy 
and along the river. To allow access to these wildlife “hotspots” two 50m-tall canopy towers have 
been built and small motorized riverboats are provided. From the canopy towers one is able to 
witness spectacular vistas over an uninterrupted Amazon horizon replete with a host of arboreal 
species including Harpy Eagle. From boat rides one is able to locate a host of bird species including 
the beautiful Sun Bittern, Agami and Zig Zag Heron, Hoatzin and Amazonian Umbrellabird. At the end 
of the dry season (August, September) excursions on the Crystalino River offer an outstanding 
opportunity to view Tapir (South America’s largest land mammal) that come to the banks of the river 
to cool off. On the forest floor, one may have encounters with the Nine-banded Armadillo, Collared 
Peccary and Azara’s Agouti; while White-whiskered Spider Monkey and Brown Capuchin Monkey offer 
entertaining sightings on most walks. The White-nosed Bearded Saki Monkey, Dusky Titi Monkey and 
bellowing Red-handed Howler Monkey may also be found with some careful searching. Nocturnal 
outings offer the opportunity for thrilling encounters with many night-time creatures including Feline 
Night Monkey, Kinkajou or Sugar Bear, Common and White-eared Opossums, Oscillated Poorwill, 
Blackish Nightjar, Black-banded and Crested Owl, the sleek Ocelot, Emerald Tree Boa and different 
types of frogs, spiders, hawk moths, fireflies and luminescent forest fungi.  

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: CRISTALINO SUNRISE BY SIMON BELLINGHAM, CRISTALINO TAPIR BY SIMON BELLINGHAM 
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LOCATION: CAIMAN ECOLOGICAL REFUGE                           
4 NIGHTS 

Caiman, home to arguably the best wildlife viewing in South America, is situated in the heart of the 
Southern Pantanal. Here one has the unique opportunity to explore a staggering 53 000 hectares of 
privately owned land, a vast safe haven for wildlife, which has been created by a ban on hunting and 
reserving substantial portions of land solely for ecotourism. The wildlife enthusiast visiting Caiman is 
welcomed by an astounding array of neo-tropical wildlife; mammals commonly encountered at 
Caiman include the highly sought after Giant Anteater, Nine-banded and Yellow Armadillo, Marsh 
Deer, Pampas Deer, Grey Brocket Deer, Red Brocket Deer, Capybara, Azara’s Agouti, South 
American Coati, Crab-eating Fox and more. The birding at Caiman is equally as good and one of the 
world’s most beautiful bird species, the Hyacinth Macaw are perhaps more plentiful here than 
anywhere else on Earth! Other showy birds that one is likely to encounter at Caiman include the 
Barefaced Curassow, Red and Green and Golden-collared Macaw, Blue-fronted Parrot, Lineated and 
Crimson-crested Woodpecker, Purplish and Curl-crested Jays, Chestnut-eared Aracari, Toco Toucan 
to name a few. Jaguars tend to be shy and hard to find, but a ground-breaking project to habituate 
this apex predator, aimed to achieve the type of sightings that one is able to have with other 
members of the Pantherus genus elsewhere in the world (Lion, Leopard and Tiger), has had much 
success and there is no doubt that Caiman currently offers the very best Jaguar viewing on Earth.  

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: HYACINTH MACAW BY SIMON BELLINGHAM, GIANT ANTEATER BY SIMON BELLINGHAM 
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LOCATION: BONITO                                                                 
3 NIGHTS 

Bonito means “pretty”, which truly befits this destination! The crystal clear rivers and their bordering 
riperine Atlantic forest burst with life, a delight to any naturalist. One may take time to visit the 
Prata River where you may snorkel in crystal-clear water with more than forty species of fresh water 
fish including colourful species such as Dorado, Piraputanga and Pacu. Owing to the enormous 
quantity of limestone in the bedrock, the water of these rivers passes through a natural filter, 
leaving the rivers to be some of the clearest and most transparent in the world. If all the beauty of 
the crystal clear tranquil rivers bursting with life is not enough, there are many impressive caves 
that were formed millions of years ago. Blue Lake Cave is just one of these underground caverns - 
here the sunlight penetrates the wide cavity, going down 150 meters from the surface to the lake 
below, creating the striking azure blue water, which is simply stunning! The remarkable Macaw’s 
Sinkhole, a huge natural crater which formed when the ceiling of a cave collapsed, is now the home 
of many Red-and-green Macaws which nest in the crevices and caves of the vertical walls and 
provides excellent photographic opportunities of these impressively colourful birds. Mysterious 
Lagoon reaches 75 meters in depth and is one of the deepest submerged caves in Brazil, impressive 
not only for its depth, but also for its incredible transparency. En-route to the various attractions it is 
worth keeping an eye out for Giant and Lesser Anteaters, Greater Rhea, Red-legged Seriemas and 
the regionally endemic Blaze-winged Parakeet.  

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: RIO PRATA, BOCA DA ONCA 
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LOCATION: IGUAZU FALLS                                                         
2 NIGHTS 

Iguazú National Park protects the vast majority of one of the most important forests south of the 
Amazon: the Interior Atlantic Forest. This hosts dozens of unique orchid species, small primates, rare 
bats and several endemic birds. Here the Iguazú River falls 70 meters, forming a fan of cascades with 
more than 250 individual waterfalls! You will get to enjoy the falls to their fullest by strolling the 
park’s walkways and stopping at their many lookouts, where you can behold some spectacular views. 
These trails have been built at different levels, and visitors have a chance to see the falls from both 
above and below. There are at least 68 species of mammals that call Iguazu National Park home, 
however they are tricky to see in the dense Atlantic forest and it is usually only comical bands of 
South American Coati and small troops of Capuchin Monkeys that entertain the mammal enthusiast. 
Birding in Iguazu National Park is exceptional, a myriad of colourful birds live in Iguazu. You can also 
expect to see thousands of Great Dusky Swifts and several species of forest raptors, while the forest 
canopy is home to noisy flocks of parrots, parakeets, antwrens, and five species of toucans! The 
magic of the forest is further accentuated by the distinctive calls of species such as Solitary Tinamou, 
Spot-winged Wood-Quail, Tufted Antshrike and Southern Antpipit. For those that would like an aerial 
perspective, a helicopter flip can be arranged.  

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: IGUAZU FALLS BY MARCOS AMEND 
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ACCOMMODATION: PULLMAN SAO PAULO GUARULHOS 
 

2 NIGHTS 

 

  

This 5-star business and leisure hotel is as close you can get to an airport (GRU International is just 
down the road) without sacrificing peace and quiet. Intellectual, cultural, modern and outgoing - São 
Paulo is a multinational city, a place where modernity and history merge harmoniously. Pullman Sao 
Paulo Guarulhos has comfortable, fully equipped apartments with modern decor, bathroom with 
shower, cable TV, telephone, air conditioning, alarm clock, minibar, safe and high-speed Internet. 
This urban resort has a pool, tennis and multi-purpose court, fitness center, spa and saunas. The 
Base Bistrô & Bar is renowned for its contemporary cuisine, cakes, drinks and tapas. 
 

 

www.pullmanhotels.com 
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ACCOMMODATION: CRISTALINO LODGE 
4 NIGHTS 

   

The Cristalino Lodge is located beside the River Cristalino, within a private forest reserve in the 
southern part of the Brazilian Amazon. It has been carefully designed to integrate harmoniously with 
the surrounding jungle, so that guests can enjoy accommodations and community areas in an exotic 
yet comfortable environment. The lodge will provide you with a cosy bed, en suite bathrooms, a 
soothing hammock, and every convenience close at hand. The bar, with an inviting log fire burning in 
the middle of its riverside deck, provides a view of the night sky full of stars, while the restaurant 
complements the experience by serving delicious candlelight dinners. This all adds to the exclusivity 
of an ecolodge that is seriously committed to the environment. In addition to practicing responsible 
tourism, the hotel supports the Cristalino Foundation, an organization that is devoted to 
environmental education, human development, minimizing human impact on the environment and 
carrying out research in the region. Everything is geared towards sustainability through tourism, 
helping you to integrate with nature. 

 

 

cristalinolodge.com.br 
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ACCOMMODATION: CAIMAN BAIAZINHA LODGE 
4 NIGHTS 

 

  

Baiazinha Lodge is a six-roomed lodge located on the shores of a lake, permanently flooded with 
crystal-clear water. Its balconies, overlooking a west-facing inlet of the lake, are an irresistible 
haven for watching the passing wildlife and enjoying the glorious sunsets. Decorated in traditional 
ranch style, rooms welcome guests pampering them with pure cotton sheets, down-filled pillows and 
hot showers. The living area of the lodge includes a dining room for 12 people and a large and cozy 
living room. Outside, a deck includes a pool, deck chairs and comfortable hammocks, framed by the 
lake and the vast Pantanal landscape. Traditional Brazilian fare is excellent.  

 

www.caiman.com.br 
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ACCOMMODATION: SANTA ESMERALDA 
3 NIGHTS 

 

  

The Santa Esmeralda Hotel is located in Bonito on the Formoso River, with beautiful waterfalls, 
natural pools for swimming. The hotel was designed to respect the local architecture and landscape, 
prioritizing the rustic style, providing thus a product for people who are seeking privacy, peace, 
tranquillity and contact with nature. The hotel has 18 suites, all equipped with air conditioning, living 
room and balcony with a hammock that provides a view to the fields and forests of the region. 

 

 

en.hotelsantaesmeralda.com.br 
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ACCOMMODATION: BELMOND HOTEL DAS CATARATAS 
2 NIGHTS 

 

  

The only hotel located within Brazil's Iguassu National Park, Belmond Hotel das Cataratas enjoys an 
unrivalled location just a short stroll from the sensational waterfalls. Staying at the hotel one can 
enjoy exclusive access to this magnificent sight in the evening and at dawn, when the park is closed 
to other visitors. A Portuguese-colonial residence, this classic luxury hotel is perfect for lazy days 
lounging on a veranda or beneath sub-tropical palms. 

 

www.belmond.com 
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DAILY DETAIL 

Day 1 Sao Paulo 

Upon your arrival at Sao Paulo International Airport, you will be met by your Bellingham Safaris tour 
leader, and transfer to your conveniently located hotel. You will have the evening at leisure. 
 

 
Transfer: Sao Paulo Guarulhos International Airport to Pullman 

 
Overnight: Pullman Sao Paulo Guarulhos 

Day 2 Amazon Cristalino 

This morning you will have an early start as you transfer back to the airport for your onward flight to 
Alta Floresta via Cuiaba. From here you will transfer (first by drive and then by boat) to your fabulous 
lodge set in the spectacular Amazon rainforest. 

 
Transfer: Pullman to Sao Paulo Guarulhos International Airport 

 
Flight: Sao Paulo to Cuiaba 

 
Flight: Cuiaba to Alta Floresta 

 
Transfer: Alta Floresta to Cristalino Lodge 

 
Overnight: Cristalino Lodge 

Day 3 - 5 Amazon Cristalino 

You have three full days to explore the wonders of this ecosystem. During this time your 
knowledgeable guide will help uncover the magic of this vast and fascinating forest. 

 
Overnight: Cristalino Lodge 

Day 6 Sao Paulo 

Today after a final morning of enjoying the Amazon, you leave the towering jungles to catch your flight 
back to Cuiaba for your onward connecting flight to Sao Paulo. Upon arrival in Sao Paulo, you will be 
met and transferred to your hotel for your overnight stay. 
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Transfer: Cristalino Lodge to Alta Floresta 

 
Flight: Alta Floresta to Cuiaba 

 
Flight: Cuiaba to Sao Paulo 

 
Transfer: Sao Paulo Guarulhos to Pullman 

 
Overnight: Pullman Sao Paulo Guarulhos 

Day 7 Caiman Ecological Refuge 

Today you will be collected from your hotel for your onward flight to Campo Grande. On arrival in 
Campo Grande you will be met and transferred by road to Caiman Ecological Refuge in the heart of the 
Southern Pantanal. 
 

 
Transfer: Pullman to Sao Paulo Guarulhos International Airport 

 
Flight: Sao Paulo to Campo Grande 

 
Transfer: Campo Grande Airport to Caiman Ecological Refuge approx. 3 hours 

 
Overnight: Caiman Baiazinha Lodge 

Day 8 - 10 Caiman Ecological Refuge 

You have three full days to enjoy Caiman during which you will be hosted by the Jaguar Oncafari 
Project Team.  

 
Overnight: Caiman Baiazinha Lodge 

Day 11 Bonito 

Today after breakfast you will depart Caiman via road onwards to Bonito. En route you will enjoy time 
at Boca da Onca Ecotour. This is a wonderful place to explore the forests and waterfalls and enjoy a 
refreshing swim. 
 

 

Transfer: Caiman Ecological Refuge to Santa Esmeralda approx. 3 hours 
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Overnight: Santa Esmeralda 

Day 12 & 13 Bonito 

You have two full days to enjoy the various attractions of your beautiful surroundings. There is the 
option to visit the remarkable Macaw’s Sinkhole, the impressive Blue Lake Cave and the Prata River 
(Rio da Prata) where you can snorkel in crystal-clear waters. 
 

 
Overnight: Santa Esmeralda 

Day 14 Iguazu Falls 

Today you transfer to Bonito airport in time for your onward flight to Viracopos, where you will catch 
your onward connecting flight to Iguazu Falls. On arrival at Foz de Iguacu International Airport you be 
collected and will transfer to your superbly located hotel in the heart of Iguacu National Park. 
 

 
Transfer: Santa Esmeralda to Bonito Airport 

 
Flight: Bonito to Viracopos 

 
Flight: Viracopos to Iguazu Falls 

 
Transfer: Iguazu Falls Airport to Belmond 

 
Overnight: Belmond Hotel Das Cataratas 

Day 15 Iguazu Falls 

You have the day to enjoy the falls to their fullest by strolling the park’s walkways and stopping at 
their many lookouts, where you will behold some spectacular views. We have included a speedboat 
ride to view the lower falls and a magical helicopter flip for superb aerial views. 
 

 
Overnight: Belmond Hotel Das Cataratas 

Day 16 Day of Departure 

Today you will be taken back to the airport for your onward flight to Sao Paulo Guarulhos International 
Airport where sadly your travels with us conclude and you bid farewell to your tour leader. Check out 
time from the hotel is at 11h00. 
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Transfer: Belmond to Iguazu Falls Airport 
 

 

Flight: Iguazu Falls to Sao Paulo Guarulhos International Airport  
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