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Our Jaguar experience will focus on locating and enjoying quality time with wild Jaguars and will take 
place using the expertise of the Projeto Oncafari habituation team in the Southern Pantanal. This is the 
only property in South America that one can reliably encounter and follow Jaguars whilst on game 
drive (rather than from a boat). The experience is entirely exclusive with only guests from the 
property viewing these cats. Photographic opportunities are phenomenal.  

 
TOUR AT A GLANCE 

Day Date Location Accommodation 

01 30 Sept  Southern Pantanal Caiman Ecological Refuge – Owner’s Residence  

02 01 Oct  Southern Pantanal Caiman Ecological Refuge - Owner’s Residence  

03 02 Oct  Southern Pantanal Caiman Ecological Refuge - Owner’s Residence  

04 03 Oct  Southern Pantanal Caiman Ecological Refuge - Owner’s Residence 

05 04 Oct  Southern Pantanal Caiman Ecological Refuge - Owner’s Residence  

06 05 Oct  Sao Paulo Depart 

 
COST OVERVIEW 

This expedition is limited to 12 participants 

Per adult in double room 30 September – 05 October 2018 US$  7,810.00 

Single supplement On request 

 
INCLUDES 
 Accommodation on a full board basis including non-alcoholic drinks 
 Internal flights as per the itinerary 
 Activities as mentioned on the itinerary – this includes game drives during the day and night 

(including spotlighting), canoes, and walks - Each person will have ample space and in a 
customized safari vehicle suitable for photography (including the option for sitting indoors or 
outdoors)  

 Airport transfers  
 Conservation and park fees  
 Services of your specialist Bellingham Safaris tour leader 
 Gratuities for local staff 

EXCLUDES 
 International flights 
 Items of personal nature 
 Visa fees (please be sure to check if visas are required) 
 Travel Insurance and Excess baggage costs 
 Special gratuities 
 Any items not included in the inclusions above 



 

 

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS SCHEDULED BRAZIL EXPEDITION 2018  

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS | Tel: +27-(0)21-783-4380 | www.bellinghamsafaris.com 

3 

DAILY DETAIL 

Day 1, 30 Sept 2018 Southern Pantanal 

PHOTO CREDIT: GIANT ANTEATER BY SIMON BELLINGHAM 

 
Today you fly from Sao Paulo to Campo Grande where you will be collected and journey by road to 
Caiman Ecological Reserve.     
 
At Caiman, one has the unique opportunity to explore a staggering 53000 hectares in the heart of the 
Southern Pantanal; Caiman is home to arguably the best wildlife viewing in the whole of South 
America!  
The wildlife enthusiast visiting Caiman is welcomed by an astounding array of neotropical wildlife; 
mammals commonly encountered at Caiman include the highly sought after Giant Anteater, Nine-
banded and Yellow Armadillo, Marsh Deer, Pampas Deer, Grey Brocket Deer, Red Brocket Deer, 
Capybara, Azara’s Agouti, South American Coati, Crab-eating Fox and more. 

PHOTO CREDIT: HYACINTH MACAW BY MARIO HABERFELD 

The birding at Caiman is equally as good and thanks to an ongoing project to conserve one 
of the world’s most beautiful bird species, the Hyacinth Macaw, these birds are now more 
plentiful here than anywhere else on earth! 
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One of the highlights of a night drive at Caiman is a visit to a well-known Ocelot stake out; for years 
this beautifully patterned feline has been found fishing in the evening near an old bridge – this does 
however depend on water levels. 

Besides the magnificent Hyacinth Macaw, other showy birds that one is likely to encounter at Caiman 
include the Barefaced Curassow, Red and Green and Golden-collared Macaw, Blue fronted Parrot, 
Lineated and Crimson-crested Woodpecker, Purplish and Curl-crested Jays, Chestnut-eared Aracari, 
Toco Toucan and many more. 

PHOTO CREDIT: JAGUAR AT CAIMAN BY MARIO HABERFELD 

Caiman also offers outstanding lodgings and an opportunity to witness first-hand the cowboy/ranching 
culture that has characterized this region ever since the first European settlers arrived. Due to the long 
history of conflict with the cattle ranchers of this region Jaguars in the Southern Pantanal tend to be 
shy and hard to find whereas in the Northern Pantanal they are frequently found resting on the banks 
of river. To showcase this magnificent mammal on this glorious property, Simon Bellingham and Mario 
Haberfeld co-founded this ground-breaking project to habituate this apex predator. The project aimed 
to achieve the type of sightings that one is able to have with other members of the Pantherus genus 
elsewhere in the world (Lion, Leopard and Tiger), and with great success! 

Today Caiman is a mix of eco-tourism and traditional cattle ranching; an attempt by the landowner to 
prove that traditional ranching need not result in destruction of the environment. At Caiman a vast 
safe haven for wildlife has been created by banning hunting and reserving substantial portions of land 
solely for ecotourism. This will hopefully ensure that the excellent wildlife sightings continue to 
improve on this property and inspire surrounding landowners to follow suit. We do not take this 
statement lightly however there is no doubt that Caiman currently offers the very best wildlife 
experience in Brazil!!! 

 
 Flight: Sao Paulo to Campo Grande   
 

 
Transfer: Campo Grande to Caiman 

 
Overnight: Caiman Ecological Refuge 
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Day 2 - 5, 1 to 4 Oct 2018 Southern Pantanal 
Each day you will explore the reserve by vehicle, short walks and for the more adventurous – canoes. 
Night drives are also part of the activities on offer and they can be very rewarding for those energetic 
enough to leave their comfortable lodgings.  

PHOTO CREDIT: JACARÉ CAIMAN BY MARIO HABERFELD 
 

 
Overnight: Caiman Ecological Refuge  
 
 

Day 6, 5 Oct 2018 Day of Departure 
Today after breakfast you depart Caiman via road onwards to Campo Grande in time for an onward 
flight to Sao Paulo and departure. 

 
Transfer: Caiman to Campo Grande 

 
 Flight: Campo Grande to Sao Paulo  
 

 
A post tour extension is set to explore the verdant Amazon. 
For further information regarding this tour, please contact us at home@bellinghamsafaris.com 
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PROJETO ONCAFARI 
Jaguars in Brazil have been in conflict with landowners since the first Europeans settled in the country. 
The increased demand for land and a large human population have pushed Jaguars to the brink of 
extinction in at least two biomes, the Atlantic forests and the Caatinga. Jaguars are protected in Brazil, 
however they are still hunted illegally both in retribution for livestock losses and for trophies.  
 
Projeto Oncafari was founded by Simon and Mario in an effort to habituate wild Jaguars in a protected 
area of the Brazilian Pantanal. This has been done in much the same way that Lion and Leopard have 
been habituated in Africa, respectfully approaching selected animals over an extended period of time. 
Jaguars are now safely viewable by wildlife enthusiasts from game drive vehicles, much the same as 
the big cats in Africa. Viewable Jaguars in Brazilian wilderness areas add tremendous value to the 
animal which, in turn contributes to their protection and the protection of the habitats in which they 
live. 
 
The project has been filmed and televised.   
 

GUEST FEEDBACK FROM PREVIOUS FRIENDS OF JAGUARS TOURS 
 
“We had such a wonderful time with you in the Pantanal. Thank you and the team, and all the Caiman 
staff again for a fabulous experience! We can’t say enough about the excellent service and care we 
were given! I feel very privileged to be included in your and Simon’s premier tour. And I would love to 
stay informed on the Project and on the progress of all the Jaguars. The entire team is doing a 
fantastic job, and I thank them all for their dedication, perseverance, and for the great job they did in 
guiding/hosting us!” Bellingham Safaris guests (United States)  
 
“We wanted to thank you for a super trip. I consider this to be one of our best trips ever. The wild life 
encounters were beyond anything we had ever experienced before. Birds and animals simply posing in 
the clear view was something that blew us away. Your guiding was incredible. You demonstrated 
incredible care to each one of your clients so that we could get the best vantage points for photos or 
viewing of birds and animals and asking us every day if you could do anything to improve our 
experiences. No one else we have travelled with expressed so much concern for each and every client. 
The jaguar experiences were beyond our wildest expectations. 6 jaguars in 3 days/4 nights – were 
INCREDIBLE! Hyacinth macaws so close we had to back off on the zoom in our cameras sure beat the 
spotting telescope views we had before this trip. Then seeing over 200 birds in 7 days was icing on the 
cake! Snake wrestling by you was not on our list of what we had hoped to see but it was amazing! We 
could go on and on. What a privilege it was to go on this trip with you. We truly feel that you made 
every effort to enhance our experiences in every situation. Each and every one of us had incredible 
experiences with those jaguars. We all loved each encounter. It goes well beyond seeing jaguars and 
macaws. It’s about the proximity to the wildlife and incredible viewing and photographic opportunities. 
Where else can you go and photograph animals just sitting there singing and living instead of running 
away from you. The beauty of the setting of the lodge at Caiman was spectacular. WOW is all we can 
say! Our photos are the best we have ever taken with the opportunities created by you. We’ll be 
back!” Bellingham Safaris guests (United States)  
 
“Thank you for not having an evaluation form. But if you did send one, and the most excellent level 
were ten, I'd give Simon and his crew in the Pantanal all an eleven!!! It is such a joy to be out in the 
bush with Simon. His enthusiasm, knowledge, and own delight of all of the other creatures we share 
this planet with fills us both with awe. Again, with regards to this trip, I can think of nothing to 
improve. I especially liked the afternoon siestas. The cowboy barbecue on the next to the last night 
was fantastic. The success we had each night in finding the big cats is a tribute to the skill and training 
of Simon's trackers and staff.” Bellingham Safaris guests (United States) 

http://www.indritours.com/tours/destinations/brazil?crumb=South+America
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BIOGRAPHIES FOR THE HOSTS 

Simon Bellingham developed a passion for wildlife as a young child growing up in rural Zimbabwe 
where he fostered his love of the bush during holidays in remote regions such as the Zambezi Valley 
and Hwange National Park. Although he went on to obtain a Master’s Degree in Chiropractic, his 
passion for nature could not keep him away from the lure of the great outdoors and he soon resigned 
from the comforts of life as a Doctor for a career in wildlife.  He began his guiding profession at 
&BEYOND’s Ngala Private Game Reserve and Londolozi where his passion for everything natural 
blossomed and he soon joined the ranks of senior guide. Here he also had the opportunity to work 
with legendary trackers such as Richard Khosa and Elmon Mhlongo.  

During his time Simon has guided many celebrities, most notably Kofi Anan, Mary Robinson, Graca 
Michel, Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Richard Branson. Simon is a co-founder and director of 
Bellingham Safaris and co-founder of Projeto Oncafari. He has led mammal based wildlife trips as far 
afield as China where he tracked Giant Panda, India for Snow Leopards and Tiger, Brazil, Borneo and 
Antarctica; as well as East and Southern Africa; this has given him a broad based knowledge and a 
wonderful understanding of animal behaviour. Simon is a member of the Field Guides Association of 
South Africa and has obtained the highly esteemed level three qualification in guiding and tracking.  

Mario Haberfeld was born in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and since childhood has always had two passions - 
race cars and wildlife. After a career of almost 20 years in motor-sports with stints in F1 and Indy 
Cars, Mario has now fully devoted his career to wildlife conservation. Mario has travelled widely in 
order to support and learn from various conservation projects worldwide; this has included time with 
gorillas, tigers, polar bears, pandas, leopards and lions to name but a few. Mario is now focused on 
helping to preserve and add value to the wildlife of his country of birth, Brazil. Mario is a co-founder 
and director of Projeto Oncafari and is currently working with Brazilian conservationists and 
government on Jaguar Conservation in Brazil. 

PHOTO CREDIT: PROJETO ONCAFARI TEAM 
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CAIMAN ECOLOGICAL REFUGE – OWNER’S RESIDENCE 
IN: 30 SEPTEMBER 2018  | OUT: 5 OCTOBER 2018 

 

 
 

The owner’s residence combines the privacy and exclusivity of a private home with the comfort and 
convenience of a lodge. Each room is individually decorated. The villa is located in the central area of 
the reserve with access to major roads for photographic safaris. The facility consists of: free WI-FI 
system (internet via radio), swimming pool, rooms equipped with air-conditioning and ceiling fan, 
telephone and private bathroom. 

 

Rates include: Full board (breakfast, lunch and dinner); snacks during the tours; non-alcoholic 
beverages; regular activities accompanied by Caimaner (bilingual guide Portuguese/ English) and field 
guide. 

 
www.caiman.com.br 

 



 

 

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS SCHEDULED BRAZIL EXPEDITION 2018  

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS | Tel: +27-(0)21-783-4380 | www.bellinghamsafaris.com 

9 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Payment 
In the event of a go ahead we will require a non-refundable 30% deposit and the balance to be 
settled 100 days prior to arrival. 

We may have to impose more stringent payment and cancellation terms, should that be demanded 
of us by any of our individual suppliers that have been included in your itinerary. 

The tour price is always fixed in the currency quoted, and the actual cost in the other currencies will 
be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (payments can be 
made either in USD or ZAR). We use the exchange rate of the day with a 3% margin (the typical 
exchange rate applied by credit card companies), using this source: http://www.oanda.com – the 
currency quoted is plugged into the “Currency I Want” and the INTERBANK +/- is adjusted to 3% 
automatically generating the rate of the day. Guests are given 7 days to process with wire, after which 
we may need to update the exchange rate. 

Please note 
 Upon confirmation of this tour, the cancellation policy for Bellingham Safaris will be effective 

immediately and the parties agree to be bound by the Terms and Conditions as stated in our 
booking form. In the event of the Booking Form not being signed, the placement of any booking/s, 
by any means including e-mail, shall be deemed to be confirmation that the Terms and Conditions 
have been read, understood, any queries have been addressed to the satisfaction of the 
parties and that the parties agree to be bound by thereto. 

 Scheduled tour prices are based on group numbers and should the need arise there may be a 
small group supplement. However if this does occur you have the right to cancel your tour 
without incurring any cancellation charges as long as you notify Bellingham Safaris within 7 days of 
the announcement. The announcement will be made prior to final invoicing. 

 Rates quoted are subject to change if there are any increases in park fees, fuel, sales tax or 
VAT, third-party services, currency fluctuations or any other circumstances beyond our control. We 
will use our best endeavours to bring such changes to your attention, but you are nevertheless 
bound thereby. 

 Prices are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs. Should an amendment in a 
routing or itinerary be necessary, we will adjust the price but such adjustment will be for your 
account. 

 If the number of nights or dates of travel or number of participants should change, this may 
have an effect on the cost. We will re-cost accordingly and you agree to be bound by such re-
costing. 

 Please be sure to carefully check your visa requirements before your intended date of travel, as 
Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary visa requirements not be 
fulfilled. Please remember that in some cases you may need to apply for a multiple entry visa. 
Please be sure to carefully check your passport requirements before your intended date of 
travel, as Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary number of blank 
pages and passport validity dates not be fulfilled. 

 Please consult your physician before you travel for advice on vaccinations and prophylaxis. 
 Bellingham Safaris strongly advises that you take out comprehensive travel insurance covering 

yourself for personal effects, cancellation and curtailment. Personal accident, medical and 
emergency travel expense insurance is mandatory on any of our tours. Some activities 
and services may have weight and/or height restrictions per guest. For the sake of 
your own comfort, please advise us at time of booking if you are particularly bulky or 

http://www.oanda.com/
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tall and we will do our best to accommodate you. Please note additional costs may apply. 
 Luggage restrictions are applicable including the use of hard suitcases. Details of luggage 

restrictions per region are available on our pre-departure documentation. Please peruse all flight 
information supplied by the airline concerned. 

 Some flights may involve stops before reaching the final destination. Please check your itinerary 
and all flight information supplied by the airline concerned. 

 Although we will try to stick as closely to the itinerary as possible and include all the activities 
mentioned there may be changes due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances. Flights, 
times and routes are subject to change without notice. Please make sure that you are aware 
of the check-in times for flights and give yourself ample time in this regard. 

 Please advise us prior to booking should you have any health concerns. Also please notify us if 
your age is above 80 as you may require a doctor’s certificate. 

 There may be some age restrictions with certain activities, most notably canoe rides and 
walking. 

 All accommodations, activities and other services are subject to availability at the time of 
booking. 
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