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Exploring Svalbard in 2018 

ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS  
 

17th May – 26th May  
24th May – 2nd June 
31st May – 9th June 
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Spitsbergen, lying a mere 600 miles from the North Pole, is the largest island of the Svalbard 
(meaning “Cold Coast”) Archipelago. Although draped in secluded darkness during the northern winter, 
this frigid land is dramatically transformed into a place of perpetual daylight during the summer. The 
sunshine then reveals an abundance of iconic Arctic mammals – Whales, Walruses, Seals, Arctic Fox, 
Reindeer and Polar Bears, surrounded by towering snow-capped mountains, forbidding glaciers and 
flower studded tundra; the scenery here is nothing short of breath-taking!  
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
POLAR BEARS  
A true celebration of the Arctic - “land of the midnight sun” - would be incomplete without a sighting of 
these immense bears! This formidable predator, the largest land carnivore, is known to the Inuit as 
“Nanuk”, and is considered to be wise, potent and “almost a man”.  Over 3,000 Polar Bears still roam 
this magical archipelago!   
 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: POLAR BEAR MOTHER AND CUBS BY RINIE VAN MEURS 

PHOTO CREDIT: SPITSBERGEN POLAR BEAR AND WALRUS BY LESLIE GERTIE 
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WHALE WATCHING 
Although once hunted to the brink of extinction, these giants of the ocean are frequently seen in the 
waters around Spitsbergen. Minke Whales, Fin Whales, Humpbacks and even Blue Whales are regular 
visitors. Belugas live here year round. 
 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: NORTHERN MINKE WHALE BY RINIE VAN MEURS  

 
BIRDS  
Spitsbergen is a breeding ground for large numbers of seabirds that feed in the food rich Arctic waters. 
During the summer period the steep bird cliffs throng with thousands of seabirds. Brunnich’s and Black 
Guillemot, Northern Fulmar and kittiwake prefer the steep ledges in order to stay out of reach of 
predators such as the Arctic Fox. Arctic Tern, Ringed Plover, Purple Sandpiper and four species of Skua 
stay down at the tundra where they depend on their camouflage or aggressive behaviour. On top of 
the list of many birders are the rarely seen, elusive gulls - Ivory, Sabine’s and Ross’s. Although the 
first two are frequently spotted in the far north of Spitsbergen, the Ross Gull is very rarely seen. 
Spitsbergen is home to one of the world’s best long distance travellers, the Arctic Tern. They arrive in 
mid-May after a 20,000 km. (12,000 mile) journey from the Southern Ocean, spend about three 
months in the islands, and then return to their wintering grounds at the other side of the world.  
 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: IVORY GULLS BY RINIE VAN MEURS 
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SEALS 
Despite their size, Ringed Seals are capable of diving to depths of below 500m while the largest Seal in 
Svalbard, the Bearded Seal (females can reach weights of 425kg), prefer shallower water with drifting 
pack ice making for wonderful photographic opportunities. The Harp Seal, whose pups are famous for 
their snowy white coats are a truly magnificent sight. 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: BEARDED SEAL BY ERWIN VERMEULEN 
 
WALRUSES 
Walruses are well adapted to the icy waters of the Artic region; they have blubbery bodies for 
insulation, sensitive whiskers to detect their favourite prey near the ocean floor and as their Latin 
name “tooth-walking seahorse” describes their extremely useful tusks, which they use haul their 
enormous bodies out of frigid waters and also employ them aggressively to defend their territories 
during mating season. 

PHOTO CREDIT: WALRUS BY STEVEN SCHWARTZBERG  
 
LONGYEARBYEN 
Your wildlife expedition begins at the richly historical former mining town of Longyearbyen, also the 
administrative capital of Spitsbergen. Svalbard Reindeer, a subspecies that is endemic to 
Spitsbergen, may be seen here. Time permitting; you will have the opportunity to take a 
leisurely walk around town, visiting both the parish church and Polar Museum. 
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DAILY DETAIL 
 
Day 1 - Arrive in Oslo, the capital city 
where each year the Nobel Peace Prize is 
awarded in the presence of the King of 
Norway. Your introduction to Oslo begins 
with a stroll among the famed Vigeland 
sculptures; hundreds of life-size human 
figures set in rolling parklands. Next you’ll 
visit the Polar Ship Fram Museum, 
dedicated to Norwegian explorers Nansen 
and Amundsen. This evening is free to 
explore Oslo, try one of the harbour 
restaurants or turn in early. Overnight at 
the Thon Hotel Bristol, or similar. 
 
Day 2 - Depart Oslo on a private charter 
flight and enjoy breathe-taking vistas en 
route to Longyearbyen. Embark your ship. 
 
Day 3 to 8 - This voyage is undertaken in 
the spirit of discovery, and your travel in 
the archipelago is exploratory by design. In 
a region ruled not by humans but by polar 
bears, we let nature guide your course. 
Svalbard lies north of the Arctic Circle, 
where the summer midnight sun never sets.  
 
With a fully stabilized ice-class expedition ship, you are able to probe the ice in search of wildlife; your 
exact day-to-day itinerary remains flexible, depending on local ice and weather conditions. Zodiacs 
and kayaks take us closer to experience the region's geologic features and wildlife and wildflowers that 
flourish during the summer months. 
 
The main focus is the search for Svalbard’s amazing wildlife: Polar Bears, Reindeer and Walrus. 
Observe Seals and Arctic Foxes and search for the very symbol of the Arctic; majestic Polar Bears. 
Cruising in Svalbard’s fjords, you’ll be able to venture to the foot of stunning tidewater glaciers.  
 

Day 9 - In Longyearbyen, the largest settlement in Svalbard, disembark and enjoy time to explore. 
Founded by an American coal executive in 1906, this is one of the northernmost human settlements on 
Earth. Fly back to Oslo this afternoon. Overnight at the Radisson Blu Airport Hotel. 
 
Day 10 - After breakfast, transfer to the airport for the return flight home. 
 

 
PRE OR POST TRIP EXTENSIONS 

• Add a five-day pre-trip extension to the breath-taking fjords of Norway  
 
Or 
 

• A four-day post-trip extension to Iceland that includes Reykjavík, the Golden Circle,  
Akureyri, and Lake Mývatn. 
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DATES AND PRICES 

 

INCLUDES 
 Accommodations aboard the expedition ship and two nights in Oslo hotel 
 Meals aboard ship and breakfasts on day 2 & 10 in Oslo 
 Beverages aboard expedition ship (except premium brands) 
 Transfers to and from group flights 
 Shore excursions 
 Zodiac explorations 
 Sightseeing and entrance fees 
 Special access permits, park fees and port taxes 
 Use of snorkelling equipment and wet suits 
 Use of kayaks (where available) 
 Guest speakers and presentations  
 Use of fitness centre and exercise equipment 
 Gratuities for ship’s crew 
 Taxes and service charges 
 Services and expertise of expedition staff 

 
EXCLUDES 
 
 International flights 
 Group charter: Oslo>Longyearbyen>Oslo (airfares from $725 are subject to change) 
 Additional hotel nights if required 
 Expedition extensions 
 Private transfers 
 Lunches and dinners in Oslo  
 Passport, visa and immigration fees (please be sure to check if visas are required) 
 Spa treatments 
 Internet and telephone 
 Laundry 
 Voyage DVD 
 Travel Insurance 
 Excess baggage costs 
 Gift shop items and any other items of a personal nature 
 Changes to the itinerary 
 Any items not included in the inclusions above 

 

 
 

Exploring Svalbard                          Longyearbyen - Longyearbyen                                                                            

START END NIGHTS/DAYS 
From US$10,220 - US$18,890  

per person sharing 
MAY 17 MAY 26 9/10 

MAY 24 JUNE 2 9/10 
MAY 31 JUNE 9 9/10 
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PAYMENT & TERMS 
Payment 
To reserve your place, an advance payment of $1500 is required at the time of reservation and 
final payment is due 130 days prior to departure.  

The tour price is always fixed in the currency quoted, and the actual cost in the other currencies 
will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (payments can 
be made either in USD or ZAR). We use the exchange rate of the day with a 3% margin (the 
typical exchange rate applied by credit card companies), using this source: http://www.oanda.com 
– the currency quoted is plugged into the “Currency I Want” and the INTERBANK +/- is adjusted to 
3% automatically generating the rate of the day. Guests are given 7 days to process with wire, 
after which we may need to update the exchange rate. 

 
CANCELLATION POLICY  
Number of Days Prior to Expedition Start  Per Person Cancellation Fee  
120 or more days       $1500 (advance payment cost) 
119–90 days        25% of Expedition cost  
89-60 days        50% of Expedition cost  
59–0 days        100% of Expedition cost 
 
This cancellation policy applies to expeditions as well all other additional services. The effective 
date of a cancellation will be the date on which your cancellation notice is received. This policy also 
applies to pre- and post- Expedition extensions. Any revisions made within the Cancellation Penalty 
Period (120 days prior to departure), such as a change in departure date or choice of Expedition, 
are subject to this cancellation policy. Any airline tickets issued are subject to the carrier’s refund 
policy. Arriving late or leaving an Expedition in progress, for any reason whatsoever, will not result 
in a refund, and no refunds will be made for any unused portions of an Expedition. We stress the 
importance of purchasing a travel protection plan to protect yourself from fees in the event you 
need to cancel your reservation. 

Please note 
 Upon confirmation of this tour, the cancellation policy for Bellingham Safaris will be effective 

immediately and the parties agree to be bound by the Terms and Conditions as stated in our 
booking form. In the event of the Booking Form not being signed, the placement of any booking/s, 
by any means including e-mail, shall be deemed to be confirmation that the Terms and Conditions 
have been read, understood, any queries have been addressed to the satisfaction of the 
parties and that the parties agree to be bound by thereto. 

 Rates quoted are subject to change if there are any increases in park fees, fuel, sales tax or 
VAT, third-party services, currency fluctuations or any other circumstances beyond our control. We 
will use our best endeavours to bring such changes to your attention, but you are nevertheless 
bound thereby. 

 Prices are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs. Should an amendment in a 
routing or itinerary be necessary, we will adjust the price but such adjustment will be for your 
account. 

 Eligibility: Anyone under 18 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian for the entire 
Expedition. 

 If the number of nights or dates of travel or number of participants should change, this may 
have an effect on the cost. We will re-cost accordingly and you agree to be bound by 
such re-costing. 
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 Please be sure to carefully check your visa requirements before your intended date of travel, as 
Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary visa requirements not be 
fulfilled. Please remember that in some cases you may need to apply for a multiple entry visa. 
Please be sure to carefully check your passport requirements before your intended date of 
travel, as Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary number of blank 
pages and passport validity dates not be fulfilled. 

 Please consult your physician before you travel for advice on vaccinations and prophylaxis. 
 Bellingham Safaris strongly advises that you take out comprehensive travel insurance covering 

yourself for personal effects, cancellation and curtailment. Personal accident, medical and 
emergency travel expense insurance is mandatory on any of our tours. Some activities and 
services may have weight and/or height restrictions per guest. For the sake of your own 
comfort, please advise us at time of booking if you are particularly bulky or tall and we will do our 
best to accommodate you. Please note additional costs may apply. 

 Luggage restrictions are applicable including the use of hard suitcases. Details of luggage 
restrictions per region are available on our pre-departure documentation. Please peruse all flight 
information supplied by the airline concerned. 

 Some flights may involve stops before reaching the final destination. Please check your itinerary 
and all flight information supplied by the airline concerned. 

 Although we will try to stick as closely to the itinerary as possible and include all the activities 
mentioned there may be changes due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances. Flights, 
times and routes are subject to change without notice. Please make sure that you are aware 
of the check-in times for flights and give yourself ample time in this regard. 

 Please advise us prior to booking should you have any health concerns. Also please notify us if 
your age is above 80 as you may require a doctor’s certificate. 

 There may be some age restrictions with certain activities, most notably canoe rides and 
walking. 

 All accommodations, activities and other services are subject to availability at the time of 
booking 
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